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usually indulges in narcissistic and emotionless "objectivity53 for long
periods: the danger here is that the success of this total sublimation
may permanently mutilate her affective life. Such girls are threatened
with neurotic derangement in later life.

The essentially sound activity and the social and intellectual
energy developed by the young girl who renounces her fantasies,
often blight her emotional life and prevent her from achieving
complete femininity and, later, motherhood. That women fre-
quently remain entangled in -infantile forms of emotional life while
their minds and activities are extremely well developed, is an inter-
esting fact that still requires explanation. It appears that the develop-
ment from fantasy life into fully mature femininity is a psychologic
achievement that can be inhibited by intellectualization.

Later we shall discuss at greater length the relation between, the
type of the ambitious and energetic young girl who achieves her aims
by great exertions, thanks to her ability to repress her sexual drives,
but whose emotional life is stunted in the process, and the so-called
masculinity complex. In direct contrast to this type is the woman
who achieves complete femininity in eroticism and sexuality at the
price of completely subordinating every ambition and talent to this
purpose. Normal growth is consistent with the harmonious co-exis-
tence of the two developments.

Some adolescent girls who have been subjected from earliest
childhood to the harmful influence of an excessively severe morality,
or who have felt the impact of strong unconscious guilt feelings,
react in a definite manner to the psychologic processes of their
maturation. All the free stirrings of the future are in this case
prematurely petrified, and the adolescent urge for freedom and the
hunger for love are replaced by rigid moral principles. Every time a
danger of violating these principles arises, the voice of the inner law
makes itself heard as a "signal of fear." New renunciations are added
to the old, and although freedom from guilt feelings can be achieved,
it is only at the price of renunciation. This is the ascetic girl, who
usually has a predisposition to obsessional neurosis ; this predis-
position was no doubt present before, but it is intensified through
the struggles and fears of puberty. After the storms of adolescence the
tension may relax and subsequently the girl may develop more
freely. If she fails to develop in a less inhibited way, such a girl will
become an obsessional neurotic or a conscientious old maid.

The opposite type manifests a childish lack of restraint even during
adolescence; because of her lack of developed inhibitions, such a
girl has a hard time adjusting herself to the restrictions of her milieu